
  Transit Development Plan –Final Report 

 
Fort Wayne - Citilink  Page 3 

CHAPTER ONE 
DEMOGRAPHICS 

 
The city of Fort Wayne has a population of 205,727 (Census 2000). The city is surrounded by 
two other regional settings – the Fort Wayne metropolitan statistical area (MSA) and Allen 
County. The Fort Wayne MSA has a population of 502,141 and the county has a population of 
331,849. The MSA is comprised of 6 counties: Adams, Allen, DeKalb, Huntington, Wells, and 
Whitley. Based on these population statistics, Allen County makes up more than half of the 
MSA’s total population. 
 
This chapter is divided into segments on population characteristics, commuting and employment 
statistics, major trip generators, and income profiles. Generally, many major employers and trip 
generators are located in downtown Fort Wayne and along the larger roadways radiating outward 
from downtown. Most residents of the region have vehicles available for commuting and other 
purposes. The employment rate in the city is less than the employment rate for the surrounding 
areas, but both are around 70%.  The remaining 30% is made up of unemployed persons, 
students, homemaker, retirees, and others who do not work.  A large number of people commute 
into Fort Wayne and into Allen County every day for work. The average commute time for 
residents of the county is not very long when compared to national averages. Most people who 
live in the county also work inside the county. The employment base in the region is primarily 
manufacturing and secondarily education, health, and social services. The difference in median 
household income between the surrounding areas and the city of Fort Wayne is great, but that 
same difference does not exist for per capita income. 
 
1.1 Population Change 
 
When looking at the demographics of an area, the current situation as well as the past and 
projected conditions must be studied. Why changes in transit service were made in the past and 
how transit needs to change in the future to meet changing demographics and demand can be 
better understood by looking a the patterns that emerge from such an analysis. The decennial 
Census provides a ‘snapshot’ of a region’s demographics, which is very useful to understanding 
the current needs of a population, but does not speak to how the region got to that snapshot or 
what the future is expected to bring. Past population change, projected population change, and 
current (Census 2000) characteristics will be explored in this section. 
 
 Past 
 
From 1990 to 2000, population in Indiana grew 9.7% from 5,544,159 to 6,080,485. The 
population in Allen County grew in a similar fashion. Allen County’s population grew from 
300,836 in 1990 to 331,849 in 2000, a change of 10.3%. The Fort Wayne MSA also grew in a 
similar manner with 10.1%, but the cities of Fort Wayne and New Haven grew at much higher 
rates of 27.4% and 33.1%, respectively. Figure 1-1 shows population growth in Allen County 
from 1900 to 2000.  
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Figure 1-1: Allen County, IN Population Change 1900-2000 

 
 

As can be seen in the figure, growth was greatest mid-century, but slowed from 1970-1990, only 
to start growing again from 1990-2000.  
  

Projected 
 
Allen County’s population is projected to grow by 18% between 2000 and 2030. Similarly, the 
Fort Wayne MSA population is projected to grow by 16% during the same time period. Table 1-
1 lists the projected population for each ten-year period from 2000 to 2030.  
 

Table 1-1: Population Projections to 2030 for Allen County and Fort Wayne MSA 
 2000 2010 2020 2030 

Allen County 331,849 346,653 368,166 391,694 
Fort Wayne MSA 502,141 521,452 549,915 580,647 

Source of Data: Indiana Business Research Center, July 2003 

 
Figure 1-2 describes how Allen County’s population is projected to grow in five-year intervals 
from 2000 to 2040. Growth in the near future is projected to be rapid but in the longer term the 
population is still projected to be growing, but will start to level off.  
 

Figure 1-2: Allen County, IN Population Projections from 2000 to 2040 
Population Projection 2000-2040 for Allen County, IN
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Source of Data: Indiana Business Research Center, August 2003 
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Allen County’s projected growth is a function of the location of major employers in the Fort 
Wayne area, the high income of residents, and the number of available activities among other 
factors. How the population is dispersed in the region is discussed in the next section. 
 
1.2 Population Density 
 
Population density is another important demographic measure because of its inherent ability to 
show concentrations of people across a landscape. Figure 1-3 illustrates population density in 
Fort Wayne and surrounding areas for the year 2000 at the Census Tract Level. Densities are 
very useful for their ability to show concentrations of people but can be misleading due to the 
composition of the landscape that includes heavily forested areas, wetlands and lakes.  These 
areas are not excluded when calculating the land area of the region. The figures presented here 
are general density figures because they use total land area per political designation, not only 
habitable land. 
 

Figure 1-3: Census 2000 Population per Square Mile by Tract for Fort Wayne, IN 

 
 
Looking at downtown Fort Wayne, the population is concentrated in the south/southeast and to a 
lesser extent to the northwest and northeast. The outskirts of the city have very low population 
density (less than 750.5 people per square mile). Three Census tracts have more than 7,000 
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people per square mile. These three tracts are located downtown south/southwest of where the 
Citilink routes converge. 
 
1.3 Youth and Senior Populations  
 
For the very young and the very old, age directly impacts mobility, and thus impacts transit 
demand and usage. Identifying where these populations are concentrated can indicate areas of 
potential transit demand. Until the age of 16 youth are ineligible to drive, making them 
dependent on others or on non-motorized modes, such as walking and biking, for their mobility. 
Once youth turn 16, limited incomes often restrict their ability to own and maintain a vehicle. In 
addition to middle and high school students Fort Wayne has another demographic of potential 
transit riders - college students. Although many students attending colleges and universities own 
cars, limited parking facilities and parking fees dissuade them from driving to campus. Larger 
schools like IPFW have their own transit systems, but these services generally only offer service 
on-campus or between campus facilities. Citilink offers these students access to campus from 
other areas of the city and allows them to travel off campus as needed. 
 
Figures 1-4 and 1-5 display the concentration of youths (under age 18) and senior citizens (65 
years of age and older) by Census tract for Allen County, IN. Youths have the highest 
concentrations in eastern and west central Allen County and southeast Fort Wayne. The highest 
concentration of youths (where they make up 43.7% of the tract population) is found in southeast 
downtown Fort Wayne. Where the Citilink routes converge in downtown Fort Wayne, the 
percentage of the population represented by youths is very low (less than 15.3%).  

 
Figure 1-4: Census 2000 Concentration of Youths by Tract for Allen County, IN 
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Senior citizens, on the other hand, are more concentrated in Fort Wayne. However, the 
concentration of seniors is more on the outskirts than in the downtown area. The concentrations 
are generally found northeast and southwest of the city. The largest concentration of seniors 
(where they make up 35.3% of the population of the tract) is northeast of downtown. 
Concentrations of seniors are generally smaller than concentrations of youths.  

 
Figure 1-5: Census 2000 Concentration of Senior Citizens by Tract for Allen County, IN 

 
 
For all scales of analysis, the percentage of youths and seniors of the total population is very 
close to the same – youths 19 and under make up 30% of the populations and seniors 65 and over 
make up 12% (Census 2000). 
 
1.4 Vehicles per Household 
 
Numbers of cars per household is an important statistic to analyze because it describes vehicle 
dependence and in turn, transit demand in the region. Zero-car households are considered to be 
entirely dependent upon alternate transportation sources. At all scales of analysis in the Fort 
Wayne area, the majority of households have either 1 or 2 cars. In the Fort Wayne MSA, 20% of 
the households have 3 or more cars. Table 1-2 lists the percentage of households with 0-1-2- and 
3-or-more cars for the three scales of analysis: Fort Wayne, Allen County, and Fort Wayne 
MSA. 
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Table 1-2: Census 2000 Number of Vehicles per Household by Geographic Unit 
Vehicles Available Fort Wayne Allen County Fort Wayne MSA 

None 9.2% 7.1% 6.5% 
1 40.4% 34.1% 32.2% 
2 36.9% 41.3% 41.3% 

3 or more 13.5% 17.5% 20.0% 
 
In Fort Wayne the percentage of households with 1 or 2 cars is 77.3%, which is unusual for an 
urban area. However, unlike in Allen County and in the Fort Wayne MSA where 2-car 
households prevail, in Fort Wayne 1-car households prevail. Fort Wayne has the highest 
percentage of 0-car households, but the percentage is only slightly higher than that of the 
surrounding areas. Figure 1-6 displays the percentage of 0-1-2- and 3-or-more car households for 
Allen County. Looking at the maps, 2-car households obviously dominate the areas outside Fort 
Wayne and 1-car households dominate inside Fort Wayne. Zero-car households barely have any 
Census tracts where they make up more than 10% of the households.  
 

Figure 1-6: Census 2000 Number of Cars per Household by Tract 

 
 

Figure 1-7 shows the proportion of 0-car households by Census tract for Allen County. Not 
surprisingly, the highest proportions of households without any vehicles are found in downtown 
Fort Wayne. For the people who live downtown, other transportation options such as the bus and 
walking are more feasible than for people who live in other parts of the county where the 
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commute distance is much greater. For example, it is notable that northeastern Allen County 
(quite a distance from downtown Fort Wayne) households have fewer vehicles available than the 
rest of the county. 

 
Figure 1-7: Census 2000 Percentage of Population with NO Vehicles Available  

 
 
In all, less than 10% of Fort Wayne (and Allen County as a whole) residents are entirely transit-
dependent. The region appears to have a plethora of vehicles available.  
 
1.5 Employment 
 
Employment is a key factor in transportation and transit discussions because the trip to work is 
the most frequent trip taken by the largest number of people in almost every transit system. The 
employment rate (for population aged 16 and over) for Allen County is the same as the rate for 
the Fort Wayne MSA – 70.2%. The employment rate for the city of Fort Wayne is slightly lower 
at 68.8%. Figure 1-8 maps where the highest densities of employees work in the Fort Wayne 
area. Each square is approximately 14 square miles and the color shading represents the number 
of employees per square mile. Areas with less than 100 employees per square mile are not 
included on the map. Downtown Fort Wayne and west of downtown have the highest employee 
densities. 
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Figure 1-8: Employee Density in Fort Wayne, IN 

 
 

Figure 1-9 is a dot density map of employers in Allen County. Each dot represents an employer – 
regardless of size of the company in employees or phys ical size. It is obvious that the employers 
are largely located in the City of Fort Wayne but are also clustered along the major road 
corridors in the region. 
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Figure 1-9: Employer Density in Allen County, IN 

 
 
Another major cluster of employers is located outside Fort Wayne city limits to its west. The 
area of high employer density is in Aboite Township adjacent to the Lutheran Hospital, the 
International Business College, and Indiana Wesleyan University.  
 
1.6 Commuting to Work 
 
The majority of people living in and around Fort Wayne drive alone to work. Inside the city 
more people carpool and use public transportation, but the numbers are not much higher than the 
numbers for the county and MSA. Table 1-3 describes how people commute in Fort Wayne, 
Allen County, and Fort Wayne MSA based on Census 2000 journey to work statistics. 
 

Table 1-3: Census 2000 Mode of Commutation by Geographic Unit 
Commute Mode Fort Wayne Allen County Fort Wayne MSA 

Drove alone 81.8% 84.1% 83.6% 
Carpooled 12.2% 10.4% 10.4% 
Public transportation 1.2% 0.8% 0.6% 
Walked 2.1% 1.5% 1.8% 
Other means 0.8% 0.6% 0.8% 
Worked at home 2.0% 2.5% 2.8% 
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More than 80% of the working population in the Fort Wayne region drive alone to work 
according to Census 2000. Inside the city, 12.2% of the working population carpools but that 
number is 10.4% outside the city. Approximately 1% use public transportation and about 2% 
walk to work. The percentage of the working population that works at home is also low. Figure 
1-10 shows graphically the commute mode of choice for Fort Wayne residents. 
 

Figure 1-10: Census 2000 Commute Mode by Tract for Fort Wayne, IN 

 
 
One small tract in northeast Fort Wayne, with a population of 363 persons has 37% of its 
population utilizing public transportation and 60% that uses other means of transportation. One 
tract downtown has 15% of its population who use public transportation to get to work, which 
makes it the next highest percentage after the tract northeast of downtown. 
 
In the city, the mean travel time to work is 19.9 minutes, for Allen County the commute time is 
20.6 minutes, and for the Fort Wayne MSA it is 20.8 minutes. Figure 1-11 graphs the amount of 
time it takes people to get to work by Census tract. As can be seen in the figure, the majority of 
residents in the region have a commute time between 15 and 30 minutes. The longest commute 
times are found in a census tract due south of downtown where commute time is reported to be 
over 45 minutes by 21% of the population. The highest percentage of people who have a less-
than-15-minute commute is located in a tract northwest of downtown with 59%. 
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Figure 1-11: Census 2000 Commute Time by Tract for Fort Wayne, IN 

 
 
Figure 1-11 displays the percentage of the Allen County population that work inside the county. 
The Census tracts with the lowest percentage of people employed inside the county are located to 
the north and west of downtown but at least 82% of their population work inside the county. 
Generally, west and north of downtown fewer people work in the county and south and east of 
downtown more people work in the county. The downtown area also has a population of local 
workers. The Census tract with the highest proportion of its residents working inside the county 
is located in northeast downtown and has a 100% local workforce (363 people – the same Census 
tract mentioned earlier where 60% of the population uses means other than public transportation, 
single occupancy vehicle or carpooling to get to work). 
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Figure 1-12: Census 2000 Place of Work by Tract for Allen County, IN 

 
 

Looking from the outside, the number of people living outside the county that commute into the 
county for employment is significant. Figure 1-13 shows the number of workers aged 16 and 
older that commute into Allen County for work. The counties with the highest numbers of 
commuters into Allen County are the adjacent ones. Commuters also come from Ohio to work in 
Allen County – particularly Paulding County. 
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Figure 1-13: Census 2000 Workers 16 and Older Commuting into Allen County by County 

 
 

 
Figure 1-14 describes the commutation pattern between Allen County and its adjacent counties. 
If workers leave Allen County, it is most likely to go to De Kalb County. Workers from Whitley 
County are the most likely commuters into Allen County. As can be seen in the figure, many 
more people are commuting into Allen County than out of it every day. 

 
Figure 1-14: 2002 Commuting Patterns Into and Out of Allen County by County 
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1.7 Industry of Employment 
 
Most employees in the region work in either the manufacturing sector or in the educational, 
health and social service sector. Retail trade is the next highest sector based on percentage of 
employees. Table 1-4 shows the number and percentage of people who work in each of the major 
employment sectors for Fort Wayne, Allen County, and the Fort Wayne MSA. The industries 
with the two highest percentages of employees are bolded in the table. 
 

Table 1-4: Census 2000 Industry of Employment by Geographic Unit 
Industry of Employment Fort Wayne Allen County Fort Wayne MSA 

 # % # % # % 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 192 0.2% 809 0.5% 2,970 1.2% 

Construction 5,559 5.5% 10,373 6.2% 16,316 6.4% 

Manufacturing 21,368 21.2% 37,123 22.2% 65,806 25.9% 
Wholesale trade 4,254 4.2% 7,194 4.3% 10,815 4.3% 

Retail trade 12,897 12.8% 20,243 12.1% 29,770 11.7% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 4,655 4.6% 7,786 4.7% 11,467 4.5% 

Information 2,765 2.7% 4,416 2.6% 5,907 2.3% 

Finance, insurance, real estate, and rental and leasing 7,137 7.1% 12,360 7.4% 15,915 6.3% 

Professional, scientific, management, administrative and waste management services 6,637 6.6% 11,552 6.9% 14,985 5.9% 

Educational, health and social services 19,681 19.5% 31,798 19.0% 45,451 17.9% 

Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food services 8,096 8.0% 11,659 7.0% 16,736 6.6% 

Other services (except public administration) 5,050 5.0% 8,174 4.9% 12,362 4.9% 

Public administration 2,386 2.4% 3,716 2.2% 5,502 2.2% 

 
1.8 Trip Generators  
 
Major trip generators are locations frequented by a significant number of people, traveling by all 
modes, within the study area. Common transit generators include shopping centers, industrial 
parks, schools and hospitals. These generators must be considered to provide a balance overview 
when evaluating transit service for a region. The origins and potential origins of transit rider’s 
trips are extrapolated from the demographic characteristics in the previous sections.  This 
information is then balanced with the generators in this section to provide a complete picture of 
transit need in the service area.  
 
This section identifies and maps major trip generators within the Citilink service area. 
 
 Schools/Colleges and Universities 
 
Children and college-aged students are more likely to use public transportation than adults 
because they are either too young to drive or do not have the financial resources to own a car. 
There are so many schools located in the Fort Wayne area that it is impossible to create a 
readable map of all the schools. Schools will be shown on maps later in the study. Only colleges 
and universities are included here. Figure 1-15 is a map of the area showing all of the colleges 
and universities. 
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Figure 1-15: Colleges and Universities in Fort Wayne, IN  

 
 
Indiana Purdue University Fort Wayne (IPFW) is the largest university in the area providing 
education and jobs for many residents.  Other colleges and universities include Ivy Tech, 
University of St. Francis, and Taylor University. 
 

Hospitals 
 

Hospitals are major employers and trip destinations, which make them a critical link for any 
public transit network. People use public transportation to get to hospitals for appointments, to 
visit, and for employment. Social service centers are also important trip generators for the types 
of services they provide and the types of people who use the services. Parkview Health Systems 
and the Lutheran Health Network are also two of the three major employers in the region. Figure 
1-16 displays the locations of hospitals and social service centers in Fort Wayne. 
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Figure 1-16: Hospitals and Social Service Centers in Fort Wayne, IN 

 
 
Shopping Centers 

 
Shopping centers are major trip generators for employment purposes as well as for general 
shopping trips, making them an important feature for transit patrons. Figure 1-17 details the 
shopping centers located in Fort Wayne and the surrounding areas. The Southgate Plaza is a 
popular destination for south-side area residents. Meijer and Wal-Mart are major employers in 
the region, as are Kohls, Target and Lowe’s. Several shopping centers are clustered in the north 
end of downtown. The other large clusters of shopping centers are located along the major roads 
radiating out of downtown, such as Jefferson Pointe.  Southtown Mall, a currently unused 
shopping mall, is noted on the map even though it is no longer in operation. This once important 
transit generator warranted Citilink service to connect patrons to its services, and this fairly 
recent closure will require review of services in the south portions of town adjacent to the 
Southtown Mall.  
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Figure 1-17: Major Shopping Centers in Fort Wayne, IN and Surrounding Areas 

 
 

Major Employers 
 
Large employers act as major trip generators because of the high number of people needing to 
get to and from one particular place at specific times during the day. Fort Wayne has several 
large employers within its bounds. The largest employer in the city is Parkview Health Systems 
with 3,648 employees. Fort Wayne Community Schools employs 3,445 people and General 
Motors Truck Group in Roanoke employs 3,050 people. In all, 22 employers in the Fort Wayne 
area have 1,000 employees or more. Table 1-5 lists the 100 largest employers in Fort Wayne and 
its surroundings.  
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Table 1-5: Major Employers in Fort Wayne and Surroundings 

 
 

Total 

FTE 
Company City 

3,648 Parkview Health Systems  Fort Wayne 

3,445 Fort Wayne Community Schools  Fort Wayne 

2,889 Lutheran Health Network Fort Wayne 

2,214 Verizon Fort Wayne 

2,108 Lincoln Financial Group  Fort Wayne 

1,671 City of Fort Wayne Fort Wayne 

1,585 Allen County Government Fort Wayne 

1,580 Shambaugh & Son, Inc Fort Wayne 

1,575 Supervalu/Scott's Food Stores, Inc. Fort Wayne 

1,570 Sirva Fort Wayne 

1,432 ITT Aerospace-Communications Div Fort Wayne 

1,290 General Electric (Med Prot & Industrial) Fort Wayne 

1,223 Waterfield Mortgage Co, Inc Fort Wayne 

1,200 International Truck and Engine Corp Fort Wayne 

1,188 Raytheon Systems Co  Fort Wayne 

1,149 IPFW (Indiana Univ. Purdue Univ. FW) Fort Wayne 

1,100 Fort Wayne Developmental Center Fort Wayne 

1,082 Meijer Fort Wayne 

1,053 US Postal Service & Encoding Center Fort Wayne 

937 Dana Corporation Fort Wayne 

800 Norfolk Southern Corp Fort Wayne 

800 Southwest Allen County Schools Fort Wayne 

677 Walmart, Inc Fort Wayne 

657 OmniSource Corporation Fort Wayne 

630 Fort Wayne Foundry  Fort Wayne 

580 B.A.E. Systems  Fort Wayne 

569 IN Air National Guard, 112th Fighter Wing Fort Wayne 

520 AWS Fort Wayne 

512 Wells Fargo Bank Fort Wayne 

510 Fort Wayne Newspapers Inc Fort Wayne 

508 Northwest Allen County Schools Fort Wayne 

506 Nishikawa Standard  Fort Wayne 

498 Kelley Automotive Group Fort Wayne 

497 DO IT BEST Corp Fort Wayne 

495 Aon Fort Wayne 

450 Pizza Hut Fort Wayne 

412 Slater Steels Corp Fort Wayne 

400 Hagerman Construction  Fort Wayne 

400 Phelps Dodge Magnet Wire Co  Fort Wayne 

399 Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend Fort Wayne 

395 IBM Corp Fort Wayne 

378 Ingram Book Company Fort Wayne 

370 Aetna US Healthcare Fort Wayne 

370 Superior Essex Fort Wayne 

363 Easter Seals ARC of Northeast IN Fort Wayne 

359 Park Center, Inc Fort Wayne 

350 Master Spas Fort Wayne 

334 Karl Schmidt Unisia Fort Wayne 

331 IVY Tech State College Fort Wayne 

320 K&K Insurance Group, Inc Fort Wayne 

320 Lincoln Foodservice Products Fort Wayne 

317 VA Northern IN Health Care System Fort Wayne 

314 Mullinix Packages, Inc Fort Wayne 

312 Allen County Public Library Fort Wayne 

307 National City Bank Fort Wayne 

301 Brooks Construction Company Fort Wayne 

300 Swiss Re Fort Wayne 

295 Edy's Grand Ice Cream Fort Wayne 

291 Orthopaedics Northeast  Fort Wayne 

289 Bank One Fort Wayne 

283 Indiana Institute of Technology Fort Wayne 

278 Lutheran Homes Fort Wayne 

277 National Serv-All Fort Wayne 

277 University of Saint Francis Fort Wayne 

270 Fort Wayne Orthopaedics  Fort Wayne 

265 National Tube Form Fort Wayne 

257 Fort Wayne Metals Res. Products Fort Wayne 

245 Fort Wayne Wire Die, Inc. Fort Wayne 

241 PHD, Inc Fort Wayne 

241 Lassus Brothers Handy Dandy  Fort Wayne 

238 JC Penney Company Fort Wayne 

232 LH Industries Corp Fort Wayne 

231 Polymer Sealing Solutions Fort Wayne 

230 C&M Fine Pack, Inc Fort Wayne 

222 Harris Kayot  Fort Wayne 

221 Deister Machine Company Fort Wayne 

219 Fort Wayne Philharmonic Fort Wayne 

216 Kitty Hawk Cargo Fort Wayne 

213 Perfection Bakeries, Inc Fort Wayne 

211 Cintas Corporation  Fort Wayne 

205 Indiana Auto Auction  Fort Wayne 

202 Byron Health Center Fort Wayne 

202 Poly-Hi Solidur, Menasha Corp Fort Wayne 

201 Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Co  Fort Wayne 

200 Lutheran Schools of Indiana Fort Wayne 

200 Medical Group of Fort Wayne Fort Wayne 

199 Foamex International, Inc Fort Wayne 

194 Rea Magnet Wire Co, Inc Fort Wayne 

191 St Anne Home & Retirement Center Fort Wayne 

190 Community Action of NEI Fort Wayne 

373 Meridian Automotive Systems, Inc Grabill  

1,273 East Allen County Schools New Haven 

646 Parker Hannifin Corporation  New Haven 

620 Don Hall's New Haven 

3,050 General Motors Truck Group Roanoke 

1,325 BFGoodrich Tire Manufacturing Woodburn 

390 Target Corp  

332 Tuthill   

300 Kohls   

221 Lowe's  
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Figure 1-18 shows graphically the information in Table 1-5. The map shows the location of 
employers with 1,000 employees or more. Some of the companies listed have more than one 
branch location, perhaps with less than 1,000 employees, but in sum have greater than 1,000 
employers. Branch locations are also shown on the map. 

 
Figure 1-18: Major Employers (greater than 1,000 employees) in Fort Wayne 

 
 
1.9 Income 
 
Income determines (in part) the type of transportation that people are likely to use to get to work. 
People with lower incomes are more likely to be in need of public transportation options than 
people with higher incomes who can afford private transportation. Residents of Fort Wayne have 
a much lower median income than the total of residents living in Allen County and in the Fort 
Wayne MSA.  

 
Table 1-6: 1999 Median Household Income by Geographic Unit 

Fort Wayne Allen County Fort Wayne MSA 
Median Household Income  

$36,518 $42,671 $42,817 
 
In 1999, in Fort Wayne the median household income was $36,518 and it was $42,671 in Allen 
County. The amount was even slightly higher for the Fort Wayne MSA. 
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Figure 1-19 color codes census tracts based on 1999 median household income. The median 
household income is lower in the downtown area as shown with the lighter shades of orange. The 
surrounding areas in Allen County have much higher incomes. The tracts with the lowest 
household incomes are located downtown and to the northeast and southeast of downtown. The 
tract with the lowest median household income is located in western downtown and the value is 
$12,734. At the other end of the scale, the tract with the highest median household income is 
located on the western edge of Allen County in the center and the value is $112,810.  
 

Figure 1-19: 1999 Median Household Income by Census Tract for Allen County, IN 

 
 
For individuals, the per capita income by Census tract ranges from $8,162 to $54,395. The tract 
with the highest per capita income is the same as the one with the highest median household 
income. The tract with the lowest per capita income is located in southeastern downtown. Figure 
1-20 illustrates the per capita income situation in Allen County for 1999. The areas with the 
lowest per capita income bisect downtown from northwest to southeast. For per capita income 
compared to median household income, there is less contrast between downtown and the 
surrounding areas. 
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Figure 1-20: 1999 per Capita Income by Census Tract for Fort Wayne, IN 

 
 
1.10 Poverty 
 
Fort Wayne has a higher percentage of its population below the poverty level than all of the 
surrounding areas combined. In Fort Wayne, the percentage of the population below the poverty 
level is 12.3%. It is 9% and 8% for Allen County and the Fort Wayne MSA, respectively.  
 

Table 1-7: Percent of Population Below the Poverty Level by Geographic Unit, Census 2000 
Fort Wayne Allen County Fort Wayne MSA 

Poverty Status  
12.3% 9.0% 8.0% 

 
Figure 1-21 shows the percentage of people per Census tract in Fort Wayne and surrounding 
areas that were living below the poverty level in 1999. Southeastern downtown has the highest 
concentration of people living below the poverty line. The very small Census tract northeast of 
downtown has the highest percentage of people living below the poverty line with 69%. The 
triangular tract in southeast downtown has 51% of is population living below the poverty level. 
Areas north and west of Fort Wayne have far fewer people living in poverty. 
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Figure 1-21: 1999 Percentage of Population Below the Poverty Level by Census Tract 

 
 

1.11 Conclusion 
 

Fort Wayne is a growing area with major corporations and universities. The surrounding region 
is wealthier and has higher rates of individuals who are employed, but the people and the jobs 
generally remain inside Fort Wayne and inside of Allen County. Thousands of people commute 
into Allen County every day. Most people drive alone to work and have at least 1 car available 
for commuting. The major employers and trip generators are generally located along the larger 
roadways radiating outward from downtown Fort Wayne. Some areas of the city have very low 
income and a majority of the residents living in poverty.  Overall, however, the city has average 
income in the middle class range.  




